е m 5 
NO. 28 REPRINT 
В דליו‎ YAU По ЕР ТОМ 
Е 
0 
Е 











НЕН, HEH f THE DOORS סד‎ THE VAULT ОҒ HORROR ARE OPEN, FIENDS! WON'T YOU COME IN? I AM YOUR 
HOST, 7/5 VAULT KEEPER, AND I REALLY HAVE А FOUL STORY FOR YOU! ІТ ACTUALLY SWELLS BUT 


BEGIN НЕН, HEH! WHEN I'M FINISHED, YOU'LL KNOW EXACTLY. 


WHAT I MEAN...FOR EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU IS GOING TO 
L/VE THE TALE CALLED... 


ТЇШ, DEATH 








YOU'LL 2/0? IT... SO IF YOU WISH, PUT А GLOTHESPIN ON YOUR NOSE,OR DON YOUR 645-456 AND тц 


YOU STAND ON THE END OF THE 


PIER, STARING ANXIOUSLY OUT OVER 
THE GLITTERING, RESTLESS 
WATERS OF THE CARRIBEAN SEA. YOU 
WIPE THE PERSPIRATION FROM YOUR 
FACE... AND THEN, SUDDENLY, YOUR 
HEART SKIPS A BEAT YOU SEE ITf 
JUST A DOT ON THE HORIZON. A 














SHIP 





YOU'VE WAITED TWO YEARS FOR THIS SHIPf FOR TWO 
LONG, BACK-BREAKING YEARS YOU'VE SWEATED TO 
BUILD UP YOUR SUGAR PLANTATION SO THAT IT 
WOULD BE FIT FOR-AWOMAN TO LIVE אס‎ f AND NOW 
THE SPECIAL DAY HAS ARRIVED. .. FOR THIS SHIP IS 
BRINGING YOU JOUR FUTURE WIFE... 


тұ 


BACK HOME" HAS COME TO MARRY YOU... AND MANY 
HOURS LATER YOU ARRIVE AT YOUR PLANTATION 
DEEP או‎ THE JUNGLE...DEEP IN THE JUNGLE OF 


MERE МЕ ARE,HONEYÍ “Ў OH, STEVE f I'M SO 
А MINISTER IS WAITING ЖА EXCITED f 


SHE PREPARES YOUR MEALS AND) 

SERVES YOU FAITHFULLY LOVINGLYf 

BY HER PRESENCE SHE TURNS THE 

BROODING VOODOO ISLAND OF 

HAITI INTO А BEAUTIFUL ISLE ОҒ 
ICE AND LO 





YOU STROLL WITH HER ABOUT 

THE PLANTATION, HER STEPS FALTER 

YOUR ARM! — 

V DONNA f WHAT'S 
THE MATTER? 
YOU LOOK SO 


DARLING, I.... f 
HELP МЕ, STEVE f TAKE МЕ 
BACK... BACK TO THE HOUSE... 


THROUGH THE LONG, ANXIOUS HOURS OF THE NIGHT, 
YOU KNEEL BESIDE HER, PRAYING FERVENTLY או‎ THE 
MORNING, THE RUNNER RETURNS WITH THE DOCTOR... 


I'M AFRAID IT'S TOO IT'S WHAT I EXPECTED 
LATE SHE'S DEAD! IT'S ALWAYS TOO LATE 









YOUR LIFE 15 EMPTY NOW! NIGHTS 
ARE FILLED WITH AGONIZING 
DREAMS OF MEMORIES! THERE'S 
NO ONE TO KISS. YOU AWAKE ІМ 
THE MORNING ... 





SEE YOU SO SAD 













ЈЕВСО TRIES HARD TO TAKE HER 
PLACE! HE SERVES YOUR MEALS 
AS SHE USED TO...HE STAYS WITH 
YOU ALWAYS f IT HURTS НІМ TO 


QUICKLY, YOU LIFT HER IN YOUR ARMS AND CARRY 
HER TO THE HOUSE” A RUNNER IS SENT TO FETCH А 
DOCTOR... вит YOU KNOW IT WON'T DO ANY 6000” 


MISSY DONNA GOT І.І KNOW, JEBCO/ SHE'S 
HEAP BAD JUNGLE ING TO DIE! МО ONE 


FEVER, B'WANA EVER LIVES THROUGH IT 
STEVE! 








сє F -—y.ÀəƏ.7.—n' 
THE NEXT DAY, YOU BURY HER! THE LONG,OHANTING 
PROCESSION OLIMBS TO THE TOP OF A HILL WHERE 
THE YAWNING GRAVE WAITS THROUGH THE TRAOK- 
LESS JUNGLE,ORUMS RESOUND THE ENCHANTED ISLE 
or ROMANGE HAS RETURNED TO ITS FORMER EVIL. 
sELFf |” з са: 





UT IT'S NOT THE SAME/NOTHING 
(8 THE SAME! IT CAN NEVER ВЕ 
THE WAY IT ONCE WASfONLY DONNA 
HAD CAST THE SPELL ТО CHANGE 
THINGS... 

















B'WANA... YOU 
SICK IN HEART. 
SINCE MISSY 
DONNA 60 
“мдү ؟‎ YOU 
LIKE MEBBE 
HAVE HER 
BACK, YES 


7 JEBCO,I'D DO 
ANYTHING 
TO HAVE HER 
WITH МЕ AGAIN” 
SHE WAS MY 
WHOLE LIFEf 


BACK,YOU LIKE 
MEBBE KEEP 
HER ALL TIME, 





YOU GET HER ל‎ 


<> SIGHT, JEBCOf 


THAT NIGHT YOU DRINK HEAVILY... 
YOU WANT TO DEADEN YOUR 
SENSES TO THE REALITIES YOU 
DREAD! BUT IN YOUR ЗИВСОМ- 
501003, YOU HEAR THE 


ID МЕИЕТІЕТ 
HER OUT OF MY 


I'D KEEP НЕН, 
AND LOVE НЕН... 
FOREVER ^ 








UNKNOWN TO YOU, YOUR FAITHFUL SERVANT JEBCO 
HAS REMOVED YOUR WIFE FROM HER GRAVE AND , 
CARRIED HER INTO THE JUNGLE f THERE, SURROUNDED 
BY THE FRENZIED, CHANTING WORSHIPPERS,A 000200 | 
RITUAL IS PERFORMED ... г 





THE WHIRLING HYSTERICAL NATIVES LEAP AND 
DANCE THROUGH THE FLAMES, MESMERIZED BY 
THE EAR-SHATTERING THUNDER OF THE DRUMS! 
FAR INTO THE NIGHT THE HIGH PRIESTESS 

GYRATES SPASMODIGALLY BEFORE THE СОВРЗЕ 
TIED TO A POLE ІМ THE CENTER OF THE FIRE 
RING! AND SUDDENLY... DONNA MOVES. 





IMMEDIATELY, HER 
BONDS ARE SEVERED^ 
HER FINGERS AND 
ARMS TWITCH HER 
HEAD TURNS SLOWLY, 
AND HER EYES ARE 
OPEN... GLASSY AND 
TRANGE- LIKE SHE 
IS A MEMBER OF 
ThHÉ LIVING DEAD! 























You STROLL ARM ІМ ARM, АМО THE NATIVES GRIN IN 
THEIR APPROVAL OF YOUR JOY! YOU ARI 


SUPREMELY. НАРР: ГТ 














YES... SUPREMELY НАРРУ/ FOR 
A FEW DAYS BECAUSE SLOWLY 
YOU BECOME AWARE OF SOME — 





А BATH HELPS..A LITTLE f BUT 
AN HOUR LATER: 


THEN WITH A SHOCK, YOU REALIZE... 








THING... 


(SNIFF f) PHEW. DONNA, DON'T 
YOU THINK YOU OUGHT TO 
ТА ТАКЕ А BATH? 











PHEW DONNA, 
PLEASE ^ TAKE 
ANOTHER 247% A 





MY GOSH. BATHS WONT STOP 
HER ОБОВ ! SHE'S D£ AD sHES... 
SHE'S STARTING TO DECAY 7, 











THE SWELTERING DAYS PASS,AND DONNA'S CONDI- 
TION CONSTANTLY GETS WORSE HER SKIN BEGINS. TO 
ROT AND DROP FROM HER BONES YOU TRY TO ESCAPE 
FROM HER..BUT SHE REMAINS WITH YOU. 

DONNA, PLEASE LEAVE . ve 
ME ALONE JUST FOR A LITTLE 

WHILE ! PLEASE 7 (CHOKE!) 











HER ENTIRE EXISTENCE |5 YOU SHE STAYS BY YOUR 
SIDE DAY AND NIGHT, CLINGING TIGHTLY TO YOUR 
ARM AND IN THE MORNING. 























Davs PASS INTO WEEKS YOU'RE NAUSEOUS ALL YOU STINKIN' SLIMY THING, У 
THE TIME NOW, SO YOU STOP EATING THE PUTRID | 744 KILL YOU* KILL YOU. 
ODOR SPREADS THROUGHOUT THE HOUSE AND PLAN- 

TATION... BUT THE W47/V£S AREN'T BOTHERED! 

YOU ARE THE ONLY ONE AFFECTED...AND YOU CAN'T 

STAND IT^ 


GET AWAY FROM МЕ, YOU FILTHY, ROTTEN. 
THING. GET AWAY PLEASE PLE ASE / 
- 


я 
ке 
ЛИ 











IT'S NO USE..BULLETS WON'T THAT WON'T STOP HER, EITHER 
STOP HER! YOU ONLY MAKE HER LOOK WORSE! 
דה‎ ОТПЕН 




















- Ано STRANGLING, HANGING FRUSTRATED IN YOUR EVERY ATTEMPT TO ESCAPE 
EFFECT WHATSOEVER.. Wem THE SICKENING SIGHT AND SMELL OF YOUR WIFE; 
1 YOU FINALLY TIE HER WITH ROPE AND SHOVE HER 
INTO THE HELICOPTER YOU USE TO SCOUT YOUR 
7 < S P 
IF I PUSH HER OUT OVER THE Б 
(JUNGLE, MAYBE SHELL JUST л 
BREAK INTO PIECES WHEN 
SHE HITS THE GROUND f 
7775 607 TO WORK / 
















YOU FLY OVER THE DENSEST PART 
OF THE JUNGLE f WITH А PRAYER. 
ON YOUR LIPS, YOU-OPEN. THÉ 
DOOR... AND SHOVE WITH YOUR 


i -- 
E^ 





SHE MUSTN'T 
COME BACK f 











Bv THE NEXT EVENING YOU'RE FEELING QUITE WELL! 
YOU ATE А MEAL TODAY...AND IT STAYED DOWN'BUT 
JUST AS YOU'RE ABOUT TO RETIRE,JEBCO ENTERS 


B 'WANA / B'WANA 
b. STEVE MISSY 








You WATCH THE BODY PLUNGE 
DOWN AND DISAPPEAR INTO THE 

FOLIAGE BELOW ! THEN YOU TURN 

AND GO BACK TO THE PLANTATION" 
THAT NIGHT YOU WAIT PATIENTL 


SHE WUSIN'T. J 


А DAY OR TWO GOES BY, AND YOU 
ARE BEGINNING TO FEEL MORE 
RELAXED f ALTHOUGH: HER STENCH 
STILL IS IN THE HOUSE , YOUR 
RELIEF 18 IMMENSE. 
Ш ім FREE or HER! 
ТО... ВЕ ABLE TO 
ҒА? AGAIN SOON! 














You RACE MADLY OUT OF THE HOUSE f IT САМТ 
ВЕ TRUE! SWE CAW'T COME ФАОК” vou STOP! 
THERE, STUMBLING GROTESQUELY ACROSS THE 
COMPOUND TOWARD YOU, 15 THE ROTTED REMAINS OF 
WHAT ONCE WAS YOUR WIFE YOU FEEL SICK... 











YOU TURN SWIFTLY AND RACE PASS JEBCO INTO 
THE HOUSEfIT'S THE END, NOW YOU CAN'T ТАКЕ 
ANY MORE! THERE'S ONLY OME WAY LEFT! 








THE MEDICINE СНЕЗТ ( YOUR HANDS FUMBLE IN 
YOUR FRANTIC HASTE , BUT YOU FINO WHAT YOU'RE 

LOOKING FOR/IF YOU САМ'Т DESTROY MER... YOU'VE 

вот TO DESTROY YOURSELF YOU OPEN THE BOTTLE 
MARKED 'PO/SOW/ AND DRINK f 














THE PoisoN פו‎ STRONG! זו‎ ACTS 

| QUICKLY f YOU FEEL THE BURNING 
ІН YOUR THROAT. .YOUR SURROUND 
|INGS АВЕ GOING BLACK. 


YoU SEE A GREAT WALL OF FIRE... AND HEAR THE 
MAD, FANATIC SCREAMING OF HUNDREDS ОҒ NATIVES! 
THE DRUMS POUND THROUGH YOUR HEAD AS YOU 
MOVE YOUR HAND f A NATIVE LEAPS THROUGH THE. 
FLAMES AND SLASHES THE ROPES THAT BIND YOU... 


А DIM REALIZATION DAWNS UPON YOU! YOU DIDN'T 
FEEL PAIN WHEN YOU WALKED THROUGH THE FIRE f. 
YOU FELT МОТА/МВ THEN... YOU FEEL NOTHING NOW f 
YOURE A ZOMBIE У ONE OF THE LIVING DEAD. 
AND, AS JEBCO SAID, YOU'LL BE WITH DONNA FOR 
ALL TIME NOW... FOREVER! LOOK QUT WERE 


FOR A LONG WHILE YOU FLOAT IN 
А SEA OF DARKNESS... AND THEN, 
ВІТ ВУ ВІТ, YOU HEAR THE FAR  ' 
AWAY SOUND OF THUNDER... 


THE NOISE GROWS LOUDER AND 
CLEARER f YOU RECOGNIZE ІТ AS 
THE RUMBLING OF DRUMS f YOU 

| FEEL А GREAT HEAT... YOU TWITCH... 
AND OPEN YOUR EYES. 4. 


Оомвіу, YOU TAKE A STEP FORWARD. . .AND А GREAT 
ROAR FILLS YOUR EARS f YOU WALK THROUGH THE 
CIRCLE OF LEAPING FLAMES...AND FEEL NOTHING 
THEN, JEBCO AND THE HIGH PRIESTESS CONFRONT 


IS GOOD B'WANA STEVE, HIM SAY 
BE WITH MISSY DONNA 4/4234 4% 


НЕН, НЕН/ AIN'T THAT 20/0878 ? STEVE HAD | 
IDNT HE? I GUESS DONN жна 
THAI 


A ZOMBIE, AT LEAST SHE НАЗА 
HEH, НЕНГОН, I'M REALLY // 

| MEAN, I'M JUST а DRUMBELL ?/ 

| SETTIN' | 


UR ЕН? ИНАТАТА 
740 





қа 


НЕВ,НЕНИ ONCE I SAWA SAW-M/LL/ AND I ADDED ANOTHER BLOOD- CURDLING TALE ОҒ TERROR ТО 
MY FABULOUS COLLECTION WERE IN THE CRYPT SO COME IN, FIENDS COME SIT BESIDE YOUR МОЯЯОЯ- 
POSTE. СВУРТ- KEEPER / I'LL TELL T TO YOU... 1F YOU WOODEN M/WD/ X CALL THIS ЗРІМЕ- ` 
TINGLING YARN... ди 


"СПІР ДЕЕ р, 


НЕНЕ ТО ЗЕЕ 
YOU, MR. 
DARBY! 


iL. 





ITTLE GAME ОҒ 
ה‎ PARTNERS. 


ном ті 

Se UP? EQUALLY 7 THIS 

ONE IS S/6MUND DARBY S^ 

THE ONE IN THE M/ZDLE ... 
LL HENWINGS / AND 


OLONEL TURNER SPREAD A BLUEPRINT OUT ON 
SIGMUND DARBY'S DESK! ТІ 
АТ IT FOR А МОМЕНТ” THE 

WHY, THIS LOOKS LIKE 
NOTHING MORE THAN A 


EXACTLY, 
MR. HENNING | 
THAT'S ALL 


AND mS 
18 THE 
HIGHLY 


LIT 18 WAFER / SECRET 


THAT IS CORRECT, MR.FIELD! 77 COLONEL 
THEY MUST BE MADE OF 04K, AND | TURNER! 
ENTIRELY FLAWLESS IWE | wE WILL 
WILL REJECT ALL THAT ро МОГ 
MEET THE SPEC/F/QAT/ONS Ў. 
THE CONTRACT READS THAT 
UPON DELIVERY, WE WILL PAY 
ONE DOLLAR AND SEVENTY 
FIVE ENT ЖАС FOR THE 
1808! 


ЖУ/РР/МӘ 
או‎ TWO 


GENTLEMEN! YOUR SAM - 
W/LL HAS BEEN СМОВЕМ 
BY THE ARMY FOR A M/GHLY 
SECRET GOVERNMENT 
CONTRACT WE KNOW 
YOUR RECORD. WE KNOW 
WHAT YOU CAN 2071 HAVE 
HERE THE SPEC/F/CAT/ONS. 
OF WHAT THE ARMY WE£Z$" | 


IT /8.# LET ME EXPLAIN! I САМКОТ TELL 
YOU WHAT WE WILL ЗЕ THEM FOR, ВОТ 
THE 4/0 WILL NEED S/XTY THOU- 
SAND OF THESE 0/806 PER MONTH: 
THEY MUST BE EXACTLY AS SPEC/- MONTH? 
ТЕО... TWEWTY “SEVEN INCHES IN 
ОГАМЕТІ К. TWREE SIXTEENTHS. 
OF 


боор “Ў GOOD 
DAY, | DAY, 
Е бін” 





НЕН, НЕН? //07/0Ғ. KIDDIES ! LUCK 
15 #/TH OUR PLAYERS f THEIR 
STAKES GROW... £QUALLY ^ SEE? 
BUT WOW, LET US RETURN TO 
THE Д.Є SAW-M/LL AND 
LISTEN А8 THE PARTNERS 
0 2 
TO THINK ОҒ А 
BETTER МЕТНОО 


НО, HENNING f LET'S SANDWICHES. BREAD 
HAVE OUR LUNCH SEWT WIGHES, FIELD f SLIOES. THE WOODEN 


/N TODAY! WE'VE GOT й WHAT'S ЧТ? DISCS ARE L/KE BREAD 
SLICES f HOW DO THEY 


A LOT OF F/6URING 
4 81/6Е BREAD? 


No! 1 MEAN) WITH A 81/0/08. 
WHOLE LOAVES. | MACHINE ГА SERIES У] PAPER-THIN SAW BLADES, ЗРАСЕР 
OF KW/VES VIBRATING || THREE-S/XTEENTHS OF AN INOH 
- AT W/GM SPEEDS * APART, COULD GUT AN OAK COLUMN... 
CUTS THE WHOLE TURNED DOWN סד‎ 7WENTFSEVEN 
LOAF INTO SLICES... | /МОНЕЗ (М DIAMETER... INTO 
- DISCS EXACTLY THE SIZE WE 


ГА 294 
ל‎ ey 


à ,- % E 
S YS 





IAN EIGHT-FOOT-LONG OAK COLUMN... THAT HAD BEEN 
SAREFULLY TURNED UNTIL ІТ MEASURED TWENTY - 


ISEVEN INCHES IN DIAMETER ALONG ITS ENTIRE LENGTH 


...SLIO DOWN THE СОУЕУОВ BELT AND ONTO THE GRAD 
= - 


мя. Ї START THE 
DARBY f. 


IN THIRTY MIMUTES.THE MACHINE 
HAD SLIGED THROUGH THE OAK 
COLUMN, REDUCING IT TO A LITTLE 
OVER FIVE HUNDRED WAFER- 
ТЫМ WOODEN DISCS... 
PERFECTA. THAT'S BECAUSE 
PERFECT. SEE WE RUN THE 
HOW SMOOTH J MACHINE SLOWLY 
WE COULD PROBABLY | 
GUT THROUGH THE 
COLUMN או‎ ₪ 
MINUTES... 


MACHINE, ED | 


FIELD 422 RIGHT, 
£D ROLL (М 
THE OAK COLUMN... 


TO WE, FIELD 
IF זו‎ WORKS... 


₪ 


GENTLEMEN ` 
THE MACHINE IS 
460006857 


175 га. IT'S CUTTING Š 
f THROUGH THE 


CONTRACT WILL ВЕ 
МЕТ wiTH 2456: 


BUT, AT OVER £ /V£ 

HUNDRED EVERY 

THIRTY MINUTES 
OR THEREABOUTS... 
TO DISCARD! | AND ALLOWING FOR 
WOOD ALWAYS 
HAS SOME REJECTS, WHICH 


18 AGH... 





НЕН, НЕН” OUR PLAYERS' FOR- 
TUNES CONTINUE סד‎ PILE UP, 
ЕН, FIENDS ? LOOK HOW ТНЕҮУЕ) 
GROWN. GROWN EQUALLY 7 
BUT WOM... NOW CREED, SITS 
DOWN АТ THE GAME! LISTEN 
то DARBY AND МЕММ/МВ. 
AND PED... 


І ДИ” AND I HAVE 
A PLANA. 


POKER? МНҮ,І 
WOULDN'T Д 


THE CARDS 


FROM MY DESK, 
HENNING 


SIXTY THOUSAND 
DISCS AT ONE DOL- 
LAR AND SEVENTY 
FIVE CENTS EACH 
18 #/05,000 
PER МОМТИ, 
HENNING 
$4260,000 
PER YEAR f 


WILL PROBABLY 
BE CLOSE TO 
$200,000, 


ALL RIGHT, DARBYf 
SPILL זו‎ 


WELL, GENTLEMEN! WE 
TOPPED OUR QUOTA 


АНЕ" ER... 
LET'S MAKE 
THE POT 


INTERESTING... 


SAY... TEN 
AND ЛЕМЈУ? 


WAYS GUTS 
THE PIE 4 
Фоми, 
HENNING. 


THAT'S ONE THOUSAND 
YOU OWE THE BANK, 


SUGGESTING A 
TWO-WAY SPLIT, 
DARBY? 


Y HOW ABOUT 


A GAME OF DARBY МЕ 
HAVEN'T 


PLAYED 


LET'S DOUBLE THE 

ANTE, DARBY! GIVE МЕ 

A СНАМСЕ סד‎ RECOUP 
MY LOSSES 





“НЕН, HEH f SEE, NOW, DEAR READERS,| | wE'D BETTER ] סא‎ f NO! I'VE 

HOW OUR PLAYERS' STAKES ARE QU/T,FiELD! | вот TO WIN GENTLEMEN I AM 
0 (Ме DARE AND MEW- | | You OWE us IT BACK LET'S ў reis 
4 1$ PILES GROW М/ЄМЕЙ, EACH ЛЕМ CONTINUE IAM 74 E^ 
WHILE POOR //EZ2'S BEGINS ТО | | THOUSAND PLAYING | |£ ВА ӨТНАТТИЕТЕ 
 DIMINISHAAND THE GAME ОҒ SHARE IN THE 

— LIFE GOES ON... MILL LEFT 


IT's YOUR ONLY ALL RIGHT 
CHANGE ТО GEF E ALL RIGHT? 
/T ALL BACK, ONE HAND ^. 

FIELD f 


DILBERT FIELD ROSE FROM. HIS SEAT AND WENT INTO 
HIS OWN OFFICE! HENNING AND DARBY GRINNED AT EACH 


TWO PAIR, “8 
GENTLEMEN! 7 IT WORKED , DARBY? 
A TWO-WAY SPLIT 








SEE, DEAR READERS? SEE HOW ` 
THE CHIPS ARE STACKED WOW ^ 
DILBERT Z/£Z2'$ PILE IS GONE... 
SPLIT BETWEEN SIGMUND DARBY’ 
AND AVERILL /EWW/NG'8 "SEE. 

HOW М/ВМ THE TWO REMAINING 
PILES STAND? SEE НОМ #/6//.. 


"9 |sELF' IF ГО ANOWN, 


POOR OILBERT “І 
NEVER THOUGHT 
HE'D K/££ НМ- SOMEONE 
WILL HEAR 
I NEVER WOULD 

HAVE PERW/TTED 

YOU TO USE THAT 





FIELD HEARD. BUT IT WAS А 
LONG TIME... SEVERAL MONTHS IN 
FAGT...BEFORE DILBERT'S ROT- 
TING HANDS PUSHED UPWARD 
FROM HIS GRA Е 


(ГНЕ NEXT MORNING, ЕО, THE MILL FOREMAN; САМЕ 


EARLY TO OPEN ИР? HE FOUND SIGMUND DARBY AND 
AVERILL HENNING STANDING STIFFLY BESIDE DILBERT 
Е. 


5 IDING IN A POOL OF 0 





Вот ED NEVER NOTIOED THE MICROSCOPIC CUTS THAT RAN НОВІ- 
ZONTALLY ACROSS SIGMUND'S AND AVERILL'S BODIES f NOT UNTIL 


НЕ TOUCHED THEM DID THE DEAD PART! 


THE BLOOD-STAINED FLOOR... 


SPILL OUT NER 





From Tabou оп Ще ТЕЛЕ Ivory dus то 
Takarodi оп the Gold Cóast, the drums sent 
the news of Trader Trask's coming! Trader 
Trask... the most unscrupulous hawker ever 
to prey upon the western coast of Africa! 
Trader Trask...the man who placed a be- 
guiling: tongue, and. some cheap. whisky on 
the block to cheat the ignorant natives of 
their gold; ivory, timber, and raw rubber. 
Whether he наче them а few yards of cotton 
cloth. for their сорга ог а. low: grade of 
tobacco in exchange for their; хосод. and 
hides, he always came away with a great 
profit! 


Trask's packet had been пей ар ас the 
wharf at Takarodi for but two days when the 


hold was Ro three quarters. filled with 


the fruits of his " business transactions." Upon 
his arrival, Trask had made his way through 
thé bazaar where the native shops were set 
up: He cursed fiercely as his pith helmet was 
knocked off his head Бу the jostling African 
merchants and farmers: who yammered over 
their wares like money-conscious monkeys. ^ 


The sun helmet rolled into а Stall which 
was covered with a bamboo canopy. lt 
wheeled around once and fell Вар оп top, of 
some hand-carved ivory. figurines 
arranged neatly on a bright red ў 
Behind the display заг an Arab with а great 
hooked nose. The Arab leaned Over and: re- 
trieved the trader's hat. { 


Аз Trask wrenched it from the obliging 
hand, he noticed che beautifully wrought sil- 
ver pendant that swung from a chain about 
the Arab's neck. Trask asked го see ic closely. 
Reluctantly, the latter unfastened the chain 
and handed іг over. The Бог sun ran around 
the little figures that embellisbéd its outer 
cirmumference with the visions and divine 


revelations of Mohammed. In the center of | 
the pendant, a blood-red ruby blinked coyly 
at Trask. 


Trask turned thé,treasure оуег in his palm. 
On из flatsurfaced back were some strange 
characters . -гбог іп Arabic. IHd kn&w Arabic! 

і ) 


The longer Бе wás|mesmerized by the 
talisman, the more he would possess it! He 
offered. the owner à most exaggerated sum | 
for "it... abaddoning ай the cutning that 
marked his former trading tactics. The Arab 
was obdurate .. . would пос sell! He plucked 
the jewelstudded object from Trask and 
snapped it about his neck again! 


Trask had gone away in dismal defeat. АШ 
night long he schemed in the cabin of his 
steamer. 

The next morning, he walked briskly 
through the bazaar with a small pig under 
his arm, Reaching. che ivory.cacvers;srall; БЕ: 


The. Ага recdiled in horror at the. sig 


| nificance of. the. жо а а То thé 


| אסא‎ thac thé eon had ане sinfu 


flesh, Ве сома по longer own ic! Trader | 
Trask extraéted the violated treasure, threw | 
the ble ding ри ес at the glaring, hate“ 


Те next. i! Trask's native seryant 
Діти іп: his bunk /. . his Бе у ripped. 


Once more the pendant reposed on the 
Arab's-chest. 2. like а brighr star against his 
sky-blue burnoosc! 


Тһе writing оп the back of the pendant 
was in Sanskrit... 
The swine duells in Віт ифо would this 
Moon of Mobammed, defile... 
To cast away sacrilege, anoint with. а. 
larger bigs bile! ! 





THE URULT-HEEPER'S 


GRIM FAIRY TALE! 





Ано IN THIS CASTLE, THERE WAS A 


. IRTY-FOUR LONG 
YEARS. ... THE ROYAL BELL-RINGER'S APPRENTICE 
HAD: BEEN. WATCHING THE ROYAL BELL- RINGER 
RING THE ROYAL BELL... 


HELLO, SONNYf DO YOU Z/K£ TO 
WATOH ME RING THE BELL? ` 


(б 


THIS CASTLE WAS THE PRIDE AND 
JOY OF THE KING. AND QUEEN OF = 
THIS /0/8206.. = 


Ано EVERY TIME THAT THE ROYAL BELL-RINGER OF 

THIS FAR AWAY KINGDOM RANG THE BELL,THE ROYAL 

BELL-RINGER'S APPRENTICE WOULD WATCH HIM 

JEALOUSLY... 

ARE YOU WATCHING, ROYAL 
APPRENTICE? 


I AM WATCHING, 
ROYAL BELL-RINGER/ 


GOLLY, VES GEE f SOMEDAY 


WELLf HOW WOULD 
170 LIKE TO RING уе 


YOU LIKE TO BECOME 
МУ APPREWT/CE,SON 
AFTER ALL, І CAN'T LIVE! 
FOREVER AND WHEN 
1'M 700 OLD, YOU. 
WOULD BECOME THE 
ROYAL BELL-RINGER.... 
AND ///@ THE BELL, 





LITTLE BOY BECAME THE ROYAL ROYAL BELL-RINGER'S APPRENTICE 


GOLLY(@EE'ID (124 SPEAK TO | SO THE ROYAL BELL- RINGER THE YEARS PASSED! THE ROYAL 
L/KE THAT! I'D У THE 6 SPOKE TO THE KING, AND THE BELL» RINGER GREW 01.07 THE 
LIKE THAT А/МЕ; 


BELL- RINGER'S APPRENTICE... GREW РИ AT EVERY STATE 


FUNCTION OR ROYAL HOLIDAY, 


Ma NOW, YOU 7 2 к 
Б] [| МЕ, SONNY nc BECAUSE HE'D WATCH AS THE ROYAL BELL- 


MIAREFULLY 7. 


LL-RINGER'S APPRENTICE GREW OLDER 
AND OLDER TOO f BUT THE ROYAL ' BELL-RINGER NEVER. 
SEEMED TO GROW 700 0/0 то RING THE BELL f 
AND THE ROYAL BELL-RINGER'S APPRENTIOE GREW 


IM WATCHING, OLD MAN f Ñ 
YOU'RE GETTING FEEBLE, 
OLD MAN f SOON YOU WILL NOT 
BE 48/6 TO RING THE BELL 7 

THEN Z W/LL 7 f 


ROYAL BELL-RINGER! 7240#?0W 
із THE QUEEW'S BIRTHDAY." 1 
WANT YOU TO /?///@ THE BELL... 
RING IT ALL DAY LONE 7 


RINGER RANG THE BELL... 
YOU MATCHING, ) Y M WATCHING, 
ROYAL BELLRINGER/ 
SOMEDAY, Z'LL RING 
THAT BELL... 


СНАМОЕ, APPRENTIGE Ї 
ШОЛОМ то RING | SOMEDAY, JOU'LL RING THE 
THE BELL 7 BELLI HAVE Р47/ЕМОЕ ” 


THE STRENGTH סד‎ RING | I HAVE Джет 
THE BELL ALL DAY LONG (IN MY HANDS, 





THE ROYAL BELL-RINGERS APPREN- 


AND IF YOU 2 
TIGE BECAME 7ERR/BLY ANGRY ؟‎ RAN СК 


І HAVE МҮ HANDS ROYAL BELL- TICE 

HIS EYES BULGED IN THEIR SOCK- Е RINGER, YOU COULD / DON'T 

ЕТ5... МОТ RING THE LOOK AT 
P ү 4^ mE LIKE À 

THE BELL LET à 3 > 3 нат! 22 

ME RING THE BELL. APPRENTICE М неа р. с 4 

ALWAYS І WATCH 


YOU RING THE SUPPOSED 
За то WATCH 
שש ל‎ 


SUDDENLY THE DOOR FLEW OPEN THE KING STOOD 

THERE f THE LAST SPARK OF LIFE SEEPED FROM THE 

OLD ROYAL BELL-RINGER AND RAN OUT ONTO THE 
|| CRIMSON FLOOR... 


ІТ МЕАМЕ, YOUR MAJESTY, 
THAT І AM М0 LONGER 
THE ROYAL BELL-RINGER'S 
APPREWTIGE І AM THE 
ROYAL BELL-RINGERA 





YOU.YOU V" TOMORROW..ON 
KILLED THE QUEEN'S 
німе BIRTHDAY... 7 
ў WILL RING THE 

у 8ЕМ...424 DAY 


I WAITED Ñ| 
THIRTY- 
FOUR YEARS 
FOR MY 
CHANGE! THIRTY: 
FOUR LONG 
YEARS. BUT 
НЕ 2/D МОГ 


Г ой &/LLED 
AIM FOR THAT? 
BECAUSE YOU 
WANTED TO 
RING THE 
BELL? 


Гі AM SORRY, ROYAL BELL- 
RINGER! YOU WILL 407 7 
YOUR CHANCE YOU НАМЕ 
COMMITTED MURDER ^ YOU 


BELL-RINGER' 
APPRENTICE 


IF YOU DON'T MIND. 
ы YOUR MAJESTY 


PUT ТО DEATH BELL TOMORROW ! PLEASE 
FOR YOUR СА/МЕ” М AFTER THAT, YOU САМ 20 
WHAT YOU LIKE. BUT 4 


BELL Ў I HAVE 
WA/TED...SOB...FOR 
THIRTY-FOUR... 
SOB ...YEARS/ LET 

ME #/W6 /7/ 


AND NOW, I'LL Ы 
НАКЕ МУ 0 
CHANCE. 


WANT то RING В 


THE BELL 


ROYAL BELL-RINGER? 

YOU ARE GU/LTY OF 

MURDER 7 YOU MUST 

BE PUT 70 DEATHS 
TAKE HIM AWAY, 


GUARDS... 





Ано TOWARD EVENING,ONLY A 4/7 L/QUID SPLASH. 
RESOUNDED AGAINST THE BELL! FOR THE NEW ROYAL BELL- 
RINGER HAD INDEED RUNG THE BELL / HE,OR WHAT WAS 
LEFT OF HIS BATTERED 800% HUNG /WS/DE THE BELL. 
UPSIDE DOM а аса 848 TIED AROUNI 


ALL MORNING, THE BELL TOLLED 
THE CLE AR RINGS... DRIF TING 
ROM THE BELFRY 





HMMPH/ FIRST, THE CRYPT-KEEPER STEALS MY 'GR/M FAIRY TALE’ /DEA NOW, THAT OLD GEEZER, 
THE VAULT- KEEPER / А NEW TWIST... NEW GIMMICK. .. А 6002 THING AIN'T SAFE THESE DAYS f 
BEFORE YOU АЖО IT, SOMEBODY SW/PES /7/ THOSE OLD GHOULUNATICS ARE AS BAD AS THOSE 
RIVAL PUBLISHERS МУ /D/OT EDITORS SCREAM ABOUT нм МРН! HEE, HEE! YEP IT'S ME, KIDDIES / 
YOUR 057555 IN THE HAUNT О, 


UNT OF FEAR. ..THE OLD WITCH. GOT MY FIRE 4/77 вот MY CAULDRON 
STEAMING. GOT А TASTY TALE OF TERROR FOR YOU! 42 Š 
/ "LL FEED YOU. 


MENT EXPLODED OPENÍ THE SWAYING 
FIGURE STOOD THERE, ITS EYES BURNING/ITS 
DECOMPOSING HANDS REACHED TOWARD NORTON, 


OPENING AND CLOSING ITS GLUTOHING BONEY 
FINGERS. . 


HEWRY/NO МОГ YOURE DEAD. 
МЕ K/LLED vouf М07 YOU 
CAN'T BE... 


Tm 





Моятон ПЕТЕР THE GUN НЕ б BEEN Š T HE THING MOVED TOWARD нім” LS THE SIX SHOTS BOOMED THROUGH 
GRIPPING/ НЕ AIMED NERVOUSLYAT Š NORTON BACKED AWAY FIRING THE APARTMENT! THEN THE DULL. 
THE TOTTERING FIGURE f THE AGAIN AND AGAIN AT THE STIFF /)С110К5 RESOUNDED , AS NORTON'S 
ROTTED MOUTH DROPPED OPEN Q BODY BEFORE НІМ. Об REVOLVER HAMMER STRUCK THE | 
AND A HOARSE VOICE EXPLODED 4 f 

FROM WITHIN... SEEPBULLETS WONT щі 
60 AWEAD, NORTON! /ЖО/ STAY M] 570Р ме! 17042 YOU / EMPTY. NORTON! NHENRY'HAVE 
ЗМООТ МЕ! во- ВАСА" STAY YOU ARE МЕТРГЕ." 
AWEAD/BULLETS JBACKSO А С, 

МОМТ ЗТОР МЕ 

NOW I'VE COME 

FOR REVENGE. 


THE THING BEFORE NORTON DREW ВАСК ITS DECAYING 

LIPS, REVEALING WHITE TEETH IN AN IDIOTIG GRIN! IT Моктом STARED AT THE SIX BULLET HOLES THAT 
HAD BEEN TORN THROUGH THE THINGS BODY THE. 
HOARSE VOICE DRONED ОМ” THE ROOM BEGAN ТО 
SPIN! THE WHISTLE OF А TRAIN RESOUNDED... FAR 


REMEMBER, NORTON? REMEMBER THE 
TR/P WE'D DECIDED TO ТАКЕ? WE 
WERE GOING J/PS7A7£..FOR А REST A 

WE WERE GOING TO DO SOME 757/6; 


Wf HE'S 
`RENEMBER THE LIMITED... RÜSHING OVER THE SHINING a 
RAILS P AND HOW YOU AND CHARLIE AND SIDNEY Hase Ў yan, БД аа Маз 
rei eel THIRTEEN GRAND. ? 

ARE YOU SURE, NORTON? POSITIVE! 77% ЕАСИ? ` 
ARE YOU SURE HENRY NAMED 5 THOUSAND DOLLARS 
YOU AS BENEFICIARY —g/ WITH DOUBLE. 

INDEMNITY 





*REMEMBER WHAT HAPPENED WHEN МЕ GOT BETWEEN 
THE ОАЯ5 OF THE SPEEDING TRAIN..." 


SURE, PUSH Н! 


"REMEMBER, NORTON? REMEMBER HOW THE THREE ОҒ 
YOU МЕТ ME ІМ THE TRAIN CORRIDOR... 


HELLO.FELLOWSf. el НА: H 
мнат Up? Д ? HENRY! @> PUSH HIM ©] 


>” 


‘YOU PUSHED ME NORTON! YOU. "Ном 0/6 ИЕ? YOU WERE... PULL: ЕУ FOUND МЕ, DION'T THEY? 
AND CHARLIE AND S/DWEY ING THE AWERGENY CORD. 8/X CARS BACK FROM WHERE 1 
PUSHED ME BETWEEN THE. 407/6 UPSET.. м FELL..." 

CARS 1 PUSHED, МЕ TO THE SPEED" HE'S UNDER THERE, Q IS HE... IS 
ING RAILS NURTLING BELOW. ALL RIGHT f НЕ DEAD? 
US..PUSHED МЕ UNDER THOSE (© 


DEAD, ALL RIGHTS НІЗ "THEY SEAROHED THE TRAOKS. DIDN'T THEY, NORTON? 

HEAD... BOTH HANDS... AND 2 THEY. SEARCHED THE TRACKS FOR MY WANDS ANO 

VALEUR АУЕ BEEN FEET AND HEAD, REMEMBER”, ' 

EEE EDK МО ВОД = CAN'T UNDERSTAND SP ERHAPS THEY'RE CAUGHT 
ZT” ONLY THE 707507018 THE UNDERCARRIAGE, 
NO 7RAGE OF THE OF ONE OF THE CARS 7. 
SEVERED LIMBS... 000 7 WE'VE вот TO GET 
AND HIS... WEAD! THE TRAIN MOV/WG AGAIN! 

THE FZYEAR'S DUE או‎ 
ТЕМ MINUTES... 





“Вот THEY помт 2/2 THEM, “А MONTH PASSED, BUT THEY Mou CELEBRATED THE NIGHT ОҒ 
0/0 THEY, NORTON...MY LOVING DIDN'T TURN UP,D/D THEY?AND THE PAYOFF, DIDN'T YOU, NORTON? | 
BROTHER? THEY SEARCHED 442 | BECAUSE OF THE IDENTIFICATION | YOU... סאה‎ CHARLIE. ,.AND SIDNE 

THE UNDERCARRIAGES OF THE TRAIN! ОМ МҮ TORSO,THE INSURANCE — , 

THEY EVEN SEARCHED THE 744048 COMPANY 24/0 OFF/ REMEMBER? 

FOR M/LES... AND THE /MMED/ATE HERE IS YOUR 

AREA ОҒ THE "ACC/DEWT ”..” СНЕСК, MR. BOOWIN! 


rs /NGRED/BLE? J OSE 1 | | FORTY THOUSAND 
A МАМ FALLS SEVERED DOLLARS 
BENEATH THE // LIMBS'LL TURN ? 
WHEELS ОРА UP YOU'LL 

TRAIN AND ONLY 


‘AND IT DIDN'T OCCUR TO YOU THAT THERE WAS ANY | "WHEN THE Д/РИМА THAT HAPPENED ₪ 
TIE-UP BETWEEN MY DEATH AND THE DEPARTMENT, STORE-WINDOW МАММ/К/М WAS BEING STOLEN..TOLD 
STORE THEFT..." £ HIS STORY, THE POLICE ZAUGMED AT НІМ. 


Т SHAW iT, I TELL YUH! THE 

MANNIKIN WASH MOV/N' BY 

/TSHELF NOBODY WASH THE 6/2458, 
CARRY IN* IT! I SHAW IT! Д gHFLAGGERTY 


"AND WHEN THE РАР1ЕН-МАОНЁ HANDS АМБ РЕЕТ Amo | ВОТ SIDNEY WAS SURPRISED THAT ا‎ мант, 
HEAD OF THE MANNIXIN WERE FOUND IN AN EMPTY LO, WASNT pe ME oro HIS бо! wi 
THERE WAS STILL NO CONNECTION MADE.. ^ TO THE ANXIOUS 2 

THEY'RE FROM THAT PROBABLY A МОТ MR. 

STOLEN МАММКЕН, TRACEY! WE'LL FIND THE 

ALL RIGHT! NOW WHY 

IN BLAZES DID THE 

GUY THAT SWIPED IT. 





YES, NORTON! SIDNEY WAS VERY ` “Амр SO WERE THE POLICE SUR- 
SURPRISED. PRISED WHEN THEY FOUND SIDNEY'S 
помо? IT CAN'T LE му BODY, 2. ВОД. OR WHAT WAS LEFT OF 


I WAS GOIN' INTO THE 
SIDNEY 


ELEVATOR. WHEN THIS 
TORW ТО P/ECES "/ ALL RIGHT! \ GUY COME OUT HE 


LIKE SOME W/LD WALKED FUAWX..JERKY- 


ANIMAL ATTACKED LIKE Z AND HIS FACE... 
ДА » 


"CHARLIE САМЕ TO YOU, DIDN'T HE, NORTON? HE WAS "Вот YOU DIDN'T LAUGH 20/6 DID You, нон ВК 
FRIGHTENED 7 AND YOU LAUGHED. HIM. THAT NIGHT AS CHARLIE WAS PACKING... 
WHO / IT? WHO САМЕ d" GOING SOMEWHERE, Š 
HE'S СОМЕ BACK ТО CHARLIE! YOU NEED A /М? NORTON? THAT "CHARLIE? 2 46% 
AVENGE HIS DEATH! (f PEST. WHY DON'T YOU YOU? NORT...GASP... а ч 
A HENRY 


“СНАВИЕ STARED АТ MY FACE, МОВТОМ”НЕ DIDN'T 
MANT TO BELIEVE WHAT НЕ SAW BUT HE МАО TO f IT ` 
WAS ME, ALL RIGHT f OH... A LITTLE PUTR/D,PERHAPS f 5 
STARTING TO 4 
! MO.HENRY IT CAN'T ВЕ „УЕБ, CHARLIE! YOU'RE . бі 
OU'RE 0640 7 DE AD € 0/6/71 AM DERD! Q 





"AND THE POLICE FOUND CHARLIE...JUST LIKE 
SIDNEY...” 


ANOTHER ONE! ТОРУ Д ДОМЕ МАММІКИМ му HANDS | PLEASE, 
ТО Р/ЕСЕ87 THERE ёў PIECES OF COLORED | AND FEET ANO МЕАР 7 WE STOLE IT! WE 
MUST BE ה‎ 80 4 PAPERS FLESH WEEDED \т{ WE HAD TO BE ABLÊ TO 667 


67 (005Е! j у соговво инат DO Z| | AROUND... WITHOUT ATTRACTING ANY ATTENTION... 


) You WAKE ОҒ ІТ? 80 МЕ 000.0 20 WHAT ме A42 70 00 ^ 
га 


SUDDENLY, NORTON STIFFENED f 
HIS EYES BULGED IN THEIR sockersf. 
THE COLOR DRAINED FROM HIS 


Мовтон5 HYSTERICAL SHRIEK АТТВАСТЕО THE 
NEIGHBORS WHO PHONED FOR THE POLICE! WHEN WANWWIKIN Є 
2 


с 
LOOK HERE, CAPTAIN 7 4 [ox ёў 

-- NEAR THE WINDOW f P ёў | А 
וו‎ 7 «М < 


БЕ 9 





MEANWHILE,FAR ACROSS TOWN, А Ir was А WE/RD TABLEAU... THE 

SEVERED НАМО, ROTTING AND DE- (ОРЕМ? TH 50 » FIVE ОҒ THEM THE TWO FEET. 

GAYED, SORAMBLED UP THE WROUGHT 4 DOWN AND RETURNED TO THE HOPPED ALONG BEHIND THEM. 

IRON GATE AND TRIPPED THE LATCH. 0 HOAR D " А МАМО DRAGGED ITSELF! THE 
OTHER WAND LAY, PALM UPWARD, 
UPON THE BACK OF THE MOVING 
HAND f THE DIRECTING HEAD RESTED 
IN THE UPPER HAND" 


HEAD ROLLED FROM ITS PEROH AND LAY...WIDE-EYED 
AND PUTRID.. АТ THE BASE OF THE GRAVESTONE/THE 


AND SO, HENRY BODWIN'S HANDS RETURNED TO THEIR PROPER 
PLACES АТ HENRY'S WRISTS HIS FEET SNUGGLED CLOSE ONCE 
MORE TO HIS ROTTING ANKLES AND ON HIS ROTTED SHOULDERS, 
HIS HEAD FINALLY GLOSED ITS BURNING EYES... AND THE ROTTED 
LIPS GURLED IN A SLIGHT SMILE: тели о e 








TH Е VAULT 
KEEPER 


